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Bold Faith

Hebrews 11:6 (NIV)
And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to
him must belleve that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.

Matthew 1:18-25 (NIV)

This is how the birth of fesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was pledged
to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be
pregnant through the Holy Spirit. " Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the
law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace he had in mind to
divorce her quietly. % But after he had considered this, an angel of the Llord
appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take
Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy
Spirit. *' She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name
Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” % All this took place to
fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: % “The virgin will conceive and
give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which means “God with us’).
“ When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and
took Mary home as his wife. # But he did not consummate their marriage until she
gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus.

Bold faith takes:
|. Proper focus.

o Bold faith must have the right object! (Matthew 1:22-23)

o Bold faith moves our focus from merely a baby in a manger to God wearing the
frailty of flesh!

2. Consistent reps. (Matthew 1:19)

Romans 10:17 (NIV)
Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through
the word about Christ.

e Time in the Word is the workout for bold faith.
3. Proper fuel.
o Obedience to the Word fuels your faith. (Matthew 1:24-25)
o Bold faith has to surrender to God’s plan over ours!
o Bold faith is quite different from “demon” faith!

James 2:14-19 (NIV)

What good is 1t my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have faith but has no
deeds? Can such faith save them? * Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes and
daily food. " I one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,” but
does nothing about their physical needs, what good is it? " In the same way, faith by
itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead. " But someone will say, “You have
faith; | have deeds.” Show me your faith without deeds, and | will show you my faith by
my deeds. ” You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that—
and shudder.

Those with bold faith realize that obedience to God’s inconvenient plan
leads to an encounter with His incomparable presence.
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